Sail early or risk
holiday weeken:l
bluias -

Blink and you'll
miss racer Ron
Houniet
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GET ouT

Reporter Terry Bell takes a fylng
leap with Instructor Dion Vuk in &
tmndens paragllde over tha Fraser.




Adventure!
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Eagles share aerial dance

Landings can be a
hurdle, especially
in a farmer's field

By Tery Ball
BLaiT Feporier

Trust. URimnntely thata whint il
comes denam Do Khee Brsd Dinee yoda
cliw sl hing ldoe [his

W A0 i whest losnks ke & Cak-
vt verssnm o a kd's car seal snd
{lisak 23,0000 Bespd b (e grodandad
Youw move e king of aerkal damos
wilh eaghes and hawks, Ahowve you
& | Jemeettre long mvlon wing secms
o hang by 6 thread

It's paragliding, the lafest and
quibe possibly the cookest winy man
has yvel devised o lake himsedl
above amd beyomd.

I didn’t have toodo mach on oy
Initial Night eariier this weelk at ME.
Waoodside, near Harrison Hot
Springs. Flight Inst ructor Deon Yk
madle sure of that. | jusE pat my
heae] daven amdd charged bard ol
1w siche o a macaintain Hll ny boots
were treading on alr, nadhing
hereath me bal forest, rivers and
el anl whdes open sky.

Wt vour bear up there |s sllemce.
Cialy Wk asking lor a hard lean to
thie right o Chee left bo help steer.

O i thae disbance & ko Dosls
i theermmal. & risérg mass o warm
air that is to paragliders whal bwo
et oo fresh peewdler iz loa
mkler |

“Wlwtn yvou hit a thermal |
s like the hamd of God
pushing you up Into the
sky.” mave Vuk, whose pas-
mhoy new i Rrsining pllods 1o
sk God's gendle push.

1'm o] bo besan haard 1o the
right. forcimg my bochy hers
Eronal RotBe grownd below,
s @ i1 Erealy. But by now
any previous appnetensions
have vanished indo air muore
warm and chear han thim.

Wi dar g mpiral. Sometimes
experienced plleis can
reach [0 Kllomaetres per
henir i & sl

Dievny woe o, Gankly, Tl
I8 Elimee pow Rl Wity & muin-
e S0 i & larmer's Bokl
— bt misre on ihal Inber

This Qlight lasied aboit 15
mimates B ootk easily hase
Leabes] Fowars hod il nod been
b0 coar o Hioree DonNsEradnds.
Wok has hasd & flight Last elght
hours. Mo movie requined.

Born inZagrety, Croabia, Yuk first
direarmied of (yineg as a kdd growing
g in Toronbe. Hewas hoobed on
Ul st raoe andl MASA, and wang-
ol B B &1 REEReTia s, When had
My a Kile, Be'd wonder what 1
wiviilel B like (B | hepe was a kike
A bt i onunbed st 108 hiiem up inbo

the 5Ky,

Mo ihere 18, A solo paraglides
weighs anly abnn six Kikograms
ans can [ into a ackpack.

“Thiz iz better than I'd ewer
dreamed.” he says. “We'ne the first
gerserathon that can exy the sky is
our playground and we can play
witkly 1be birde.”

Hes. (herwn oo sl descerpdec]

her Gorry

Kahimnmn checks bis shoelooss befors hitlng tha ground running at o landing

Photograp
spot by the Fraser. Lef: Reporter Tarry Bell and Instructor Dlon Yuk (sight) prepare for takeodf.

| W you Bt & thensl it's e |
this Fusnd of God pushing you upl
o the: sk, This is betles than. |
I"d ervirr creamed. We'ne ll‘lufrsl.:
PenEralion Hll can iy e El-lrl
= our e e CBN P |

|

Imto & remole Mexican village,
amazing swarms of wide-gyed
children

That, he days. I8 probaby the
highlighn i elght vesrs ol Nying.

W earae, limlia are bested inihds
fpeorl. Althoagh paragliding s no
il i [N pueng Sciremadin rush
of akydiving, iz are puzhed.

Viak soared 1o 16,000 leel a lew
years aga in the Hockies above
Goddern. The world record for the
limgest Hght 1s well ower JU0 ke
msetres, held by Cansdian Wil
Lianchd.

A& Fremch couple has even
paragtided alf the bighest summB
o eack ol Ehe waor 'S cai | a2
Try packing a hang @hider (o the
gogr of ML, Everest)

The sport sven has compedl-
A, Thits weekoend at the Bridal
Falls ASr Hascds past ol Challhwaci
paragliders will spread Ehvizlr
caionrhal wings and translonm e
iy o a Monet,

Baat whethers competition s your
goal or just 1he shasing of a ther
mal with an ¢agle, Vuk llkes to
teach, He aays b can have you
redgly e #0ke in €ighl hours 1
yiis rie loeen and docused. Toobiain
a3 Boence you'd need amin-
imiem ol 30 supervised Mights in
addition to passing both a writ-
ben exam and a Bight best,

Earpipmeem costs beatween S50
ared G000,

{Detadls are avalilatle 51 604 GH1-
4438 or ar Vui's  websile:
|paraglidecam)

H course, thers are Fla, Alyer
sometimes lamd® i the Erses_ A
few have even died. Cne pilot
drowwnaec] wwen b Lpocke] an & lake
and, rather than ~wimming o
sheore, (rked 1o drag his paraglics
o wilh hin

Bt thal's & Bubie. Chaon peoning
thi £port’s sakely s of huge cons
e 1o Wik amdd hes prepared for
the inevitable guestions anmd
aiaiim pllcins aboul danger

I &1l ks Mignis, Visk has b b
pat his land on the salely para
chue just e Dimees, Hi s never
rechind Wi padl s ik i a light

Mow hi's Irying 1o conwvinoe
B8 skd resorls Chal panagisding
iz mafe and ghesild beoweds cmed in
1 ssaame wiad B I8 in Enrope,

“There are alatisl 5 IHHN Do G000
licermed] pileds in Rorth Amercs
and Ehere™s & huge growth curve
Wuk gaye. “In (ermany they have
aboul 4L0MHE pilats, European
MU aing enocurage paraglioing.
Warth American mantains oo
gides i a liabiliy Gesue bak I'm
wirking on that

Unleriunabely, what ever comes
1 sk, s savmee Hnme, codmes chivan

S Vuk spols & fleld sultable jor
a Laniling amd in we oo [ bold
tir Bt the ground running. Which
| dio for, ob, maybe ane, or Ve
sieps belone | Erip and kawd in

Wiadl, let's just say the problem
with a larmer's Deld (= tha it s in
Thell WY chmnain exclhusive 16 e
[armeer. They are hoere o crees
o wihal oo chis in [Rehids
TR happend,” oF S0 1w says
Trmd s

YWaeah, Bt nis? e (B adr
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